[Percutaneous rescue transluminal coronary angioplasty].
Rescue angioplasty is an operation performed in the acute stage of myocardial infarction where systemic thrombolysis did not lead to opening of the artery. Investigations made in recent years indicate the benefit of rescue angioplasty only in those patients where the infarcted artery is patent several hours after evidence that thrombolysis failed. At the same time they provide evidence of the increasing safety and technical success of the operation. The authors present a brief review of the literature pertaining to the development of views, and emphasize the need of early and correct indication.